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T^E y O Y C E 

GREATLY , 0 DAUGHTER^ OF 
ZION; SHOUT 0 DAUGHTER OF 
JERUSALEM: “BEHOLD THY 
KINQ COMMETH UNJO THEE: 
& HEE SHALL SPEAK PEACE 
UNTO THE HEATHESi, 
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FOT{~ UtNJO US 

A CHILD IS BORNE, UNTO US 
A SONNE IS GIVEN , AND THE 
GOVERNMENT SHALBE UPON 
HIS SHOULDER: & HIS NAME 
SHALBE CALLED 
JVONDERFULL, 

COUNSELLOR, 

THE MIGHT IE QOD, 

THE EVERLASTING FATHER, 
THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 

OF THE INCREASE OF HIS 
QOVEPJVMENT AND PEACE 
THERE SHALL BE NP END. 
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ORASM U CH as many have taken 
in hand to set forth in order a declara- 
tion of those things which are most 
surely beleeved among us , Even as they de- 
livered them unto us , which from the begin- 
ning were eye-witnesses , and ministers of the 
word: It seemed good to mee also f having 
had perfect understanding of things from 
the ’very first , to write unto thee in order , most 
excellent Theophilus y That thou mightestknow 
the certainety of those things wherein thou 


hast bene instructed. 





THERE WAS IN THE DAYES OF 
HEROD, THE KING OF JUDEA, A 
certaine Priest, named Zacharias, of the 
course of Abia, & his wife was of the daugh- 
ters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 
And they were both righteous before God, 
walking in all the Commandements and or- 
dinances of the Lord, blamelesse. And they 
had no childe, because that Elizabeth was 
barren, and they both were now well striken 
in yeeres. And it came to passe, that while 
hee executed the Priests office before God 
in the order of his course, according to the 
custome of the Priests office, his lot was to 
bume incense when he went into the Temple 
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of the Lord. And the whole multitude of the 
people were praying without, at the time of 
incense. And there appeared unto him an 
Angel of the Lord, standing on the right 
side of the Altar of incense. And when Zach- 
arias saw him, hee was troubled, and feare 
fell upon him. But the Angel said unto him, 
Feare not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard, 
& thy wife Elizabeth shall beare thee a sonne, 
and thou shalt call his name John. And thou 
shalt have joy and gladnes, and many shall 
rejoy ce at his birth: For he shall bee great 
in the sight of the Lord, and shal drinke 
neither wine, nor strong drinke, and he shal 
be filled with the holy Ghost, even from 
his mother’s wombe. And many of the chil- 
dren of Israel shall he tume to the Lord their 
God. And hee shall goe before him in the 
spirit & power of Elias, to tume the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the dis- 
obedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord. And 
Zacharias said unto the Angel, Whereby shal 
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I know this? For I am an old man, and my 
wife well striken in yeeres. And the Angel 
answering said unto him, I am Gabriel that 
stand in the presence of God, & am sent to 
speake unto thee, & to shew thee these glad 
tidings. And behold, thou shalt bee dumbe, 
and not able to speake, untill the day that 
these things shall be performed, because thou 
beleevest not my words, which shal be ful- 
filled in their season. And the people waited 
for Zacharias, and marveiled that he taried 
so long in the Temple. And when he came 
out, he could not speake unto them : & they 
perceived that he had seene a vision in the 
Temple: for he beckned unto them, and re- 
mained speechles. And it came to passe, that 
as soone as the dayes of his ministration were 
accomplished, he departed to his owne house. 
And after those dayes his wife Elizabeth con- 
ceived, & hidde her self five moneths, saying, 
Thus hath the Lord dealt with mee in the 
dayes wherein he looked on mee, to take 
away my reproch among men. 
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AND IN THE SIXT MONETH, THE ANGEL 
GABRIEL WAS SENT FROM GOD, UNTO A 
CITIE OF GALILEE, NAMED NAZARETH. 


TO A VIRGIN ESPOUSED TO A MAN WHOSE 
NAME WAS JOSEPH, OF THE HOUSE OF 
DAVID; & THE VIRGINS NAME WAS MARY. 



And the Angel came in unto her, and said, 
HAILE THOU THAT ART HIGHLY FA- 
VOURED, THE LORD IS WITH THEE: 
BLESSED ART THOU AMONG WOMEN. 
And when she saw him, she was troubled at 
his saying, and cast in her mind what maner 
of salutation this should be. And the Angel 
said unto her, FEARE NOT, MARY: FOR 
THOU HAST FOUND FAVOR WITH GOD. 
AND BEHOLD, THOU SHALT CONCEIVE IN 
THY WOMBE, & BRING FORTH A SONNE, & 
SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS. HE SHALL 
BE GREAT, AND SHALL BE CALLED THE 
SONNE OF THE HIGHEST, AND THE LORD 
GOD SHALL GIVE UNTO HIM THE THRONE 
OF HIS FATHER DAVID. AND HE SHALL 
REIGNE OVER THE HOUSE OF JACOB FOR 
EVER, AND OF HIS KINGDOME THERE 
SHALL BE NO END. Then said Mary unto 
the Angel, How shall this be, seeing I know 
not a man? And the Angel answered & said 
unto her, THE HOLY GHOST SHALL COME 
UPON THEE, AND THE POWER OF THE 
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HIGHEST SHALL OVERSHADOW THEE. 
THEREFORE ALSO THAT HOLY THING 
WHICH SHALL BE BORNE OF THEE, SHALL 
BE CALLED THE SONNE OF GOD. AND 
BEHOLD, THY COUSIN ELIZABETH, SHE 
HATH ALSO CONCEIVED A SONNE IN HER 
OLDE AGE, & THIS IS THE SIXT MONETH 
WITH HER WHO WAS CALLED BARREN. 
FOR WITH GOD NO THING SHALL BE 
UNPOSSIBLE. And Mary said, Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me accor- 
ding to thy word: and the Angel departed 
from her. 
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And Mary arose in those dayes, and went into 
the hill countrey with haste, into a citie of 
Juda, And entred into the house of Zacharias, 
and saluted Elizabeth. And it came to passe, 
that when Elizabeth heard the salutation of 
Mary, the babe leaped in her wombe, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost. 
And she spake out with a loud voice, & said, 
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is 
the fruit of thy wombe. And whence is this 
to mee, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? For loe, as soone as the voice 
of thy salutation sounded in mine eares, the 
babe leaped in my wombe for joy. And 
blessed is she that beleeved, for there shalbe 
a performance of those things which were 
told her from the Lord. 




And Mary said, 

MY SOULE DOTH MAGNIFIE THE LORD, 
AND MY SPIRIT HAD REJOICED IN 
GOD MY SAVIOUR, 


FOR HE HATH REGARDED THE LOW 
ESTATE OF HIS HANDMAIDEN: 


FOR BEHOLD, FROM HENCEFORTH ALL 
GENERATIONS SHALL CALL ME 
BLESSED, 


FOR HE THAT IS MIGHTY HATH DONE 
TO ME GREAT THINGS, AND HOLY 
IS HIS NAME. 


AND HIS MERCIE IS ON THEM THAT 
FEARE HIM, FROM GENERATION 
TO GENERATION. 
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HE HATH SHEWED STRENGTH WITH 
HIS ARME, HE HATH SCATTERED 
THE PROUD, IN THE IMAGINATION 
OF THEIR HEARTS. 


HE HATH PUT DOWNE THE MIGHTY 
FROM THEIR SEATS, AND EXALTED 
THEM OF LOW DEGREE. 


HE HATH FILLED THE HUNGRY WITH 
GOOD THINGS, AND THE RICH HE 
HATH SENT EMPTY AWAY. 


HE HATH HOLPEN HIS SERVANT IS- 
RAEL, IN REMEMBRANCE OF HIS 
MERCY, 


AS HE SPAKE TO OUR FATHERS, TO 
ABRAHAM, & HIS SEED FOR EVER. 
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And Mary abode with her about three mo- 
neths, and returned to her own house. 


Now Elizabeths full time came, that she 
should be delivered, and shee brought forth 
a sonne. And her neighbours and her cousins 
heard how the Lord had shewed great mercie 
upon her, and they rejoyced with her. And it 
came to passe that on the eight day they came 
to circumcise the child, and they called him 
Zacharias, after the name of his father. And 
his mother answered, & said, Not so, but he 
shall be called John. And they said unto her, 
There is none of thy kindred that is called 
by this name. And they made signes to his 
father, how he would have him called. And 
he asked for a writing table and wrote, say- 
ing, His name is John : and they marveiled 
all. And his mouth was opened immediately, 
and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and 
praised God. And feare came on all that 
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dwelt round about them, & all these sayings 
were noised abroad thorowout all the hill 
countrey of Judea. And all they that had 
heard them, laid them up in their hearts, 
saying, What maner of child shall this be? 
and the hand of the Lord was with him. And 
his father Zacharias was filled with the holy 
Ghost, and prophesied, saying, 

BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, 
FOR HE HATH VISITED & REDEEMED 
HIS PEOPLE. 


AND HATH RAISED UP AN HORNE OF SAL- 
VATION FOR US, IN THE HOUSE OF HIS 
SERVANT DAVID, 


AS HE SPAKE BY THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY 
PROPHETS, WHICH HAVE BEENE 
SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN: 


THAT WEE SHOULD BE SAVED FROM OUR 
ENEMIES AND FROM THE HANDS OF 
ALTHAT HATE US. 


c 
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TO PERFORME THE MERCY PROMISED TO 
OUR FATHERS, & TO REMEMBER HIS 
HOLY COVENANT, 


THE OATH WHICH HE SWARE TO OUR 
FATHER ABRAHAM, 


THAT HE WOULD GRANT UNTO US, THAT 
WE BEING DELIVERED OUT OF THE 
HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES, MIGHT 
SERVE HIM WITHOUT FEARE, 


IN HOLINESSE & RIGHTEOUSNES BEFORE 
HIM ALL THE DAIES OF OUR LIFE. 


AND THOU CHILD SHALT BEE CALLED 
THE PROPHET OF THE HIGHEST: FOR 
THOU SHALT GOE BEFORE THE FACE 
OF THE LORD TO PREPARE HIS 
WAYES, 


TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION UN- 
TO HIS PEOPLE, BY THE REMISSION 
OF THEIR SINS, 
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THROUGH THE TENDER MERCY OF OUR 
GOD, WHEREBY THE DAY-SPRING 
FROM ON HIGH HATH VISITED US, 


TO GIVE LIGHT TO THEM THAT SIT IN 
DARKNESSE, AND IN THE SHADOW OF 
DEATH, TO GUIDE OUR FEET INTO 
THE WAY OF PEACE. 


And the child grew, and waxed strong in 
spirit, and was in the deserts, till the day of 
his shewing unto Israel. 
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AND IT CAME TO PASSE IN THOSE 
DAYES, THAT THERE WENT OUT 
a decree from Cesar Augustus, that all the 
world should bee taxed. (And this taxing was 
first made when Cyrenius was governor of 
Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one 
into his owne citie. And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, out of the citie of Nazareth, 
into Judea, unto the citie of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, (because hee was of the 
house & linage of David), To be taxed with 
Mary his espoused wife, being great with 
child. And so it was, that while they were 
there, the dayes were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And shee brought foorth 
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her first borne sonne, and wrapped him in 
swadling clothes, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no roome for them in the 
Inne. And there were in the same countrey 
shepheards abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flocke by night. And loe, the Angel 
of the Lord came upon them and the glory of 
the Lord shone round about them, and they 
were sore afraid. And the Angel said unto 
them, Feare not: For behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is borne this day, in 
the citie of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a signe unto you j 
ye shall find the babe wrapped in swadling 
clothes lying in a manger. And suddenly 
there was with the Angel a multitude of the 
heavenly hoste praising God, & saying, Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will towards men. And it came to passe, 
as the Angels were gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepheards said one to an- 
other, Let us now goe even unto Bethlehem, 
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and see this thing which is come to passe, 
which the Lord hath made knowen unto us. 
And they came with haste, and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 
And when they had seene it, they made 
knowen abroad the saying, which was told 
them concerning this child. And all they that 
heard it, wondered at those things which 
were told them by the shepheards. But Mary 
kept all these things, & pondered them in her 
heart. And the shepheards returned, glorify- 
ing and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seene, as it was told unto 
them. And when eight daies were accom- 
plished for the circumcising of the child, his 
name was called Jesus which was so named 
of the Angell before he was conceived in the 
wombe. And when the dayes of her purifi- 
cation according to the law of Moses, were 
accomplished, they brought him to Hieru- 
salem to present him to the Lord, (As it is 
written in the lawe of the Lord, Every male 
that openeth the womb shalbe called holy to 
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the Lord,) And to offer a sacrifice according 
to that which is said in the Law of the Lord, 
a paire of turtle doves or two yong pigeons. 
And behold, there was a man in Hierusalem, 
whose name was Simeon, and the same man 
was just and devout, waiting for the consola- 
tion of Israel : and the holy Ghost was upon 
him. And it was revealed unto him by the 
holy Ghost, that hee should not see death, 
before he had seene the Lords Christ. And 
he came by the spirit into the Temple, and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, 
to doe for him after the custome of the Lawe, 
Then tooke he him up in his armes, and 
blessed God and said, 


LORD NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT 
DEPART IN PEACE, ACCORDING TO 
THY WORD. 


FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVA- 
TION, 
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WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE 
THE FACE OF ALL PEOPLE. 


A LIGHT TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES, & 
THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. 
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And Joseph & his mother marveiled at those 
things which were spoken of him. And 
Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his 
mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall 
and rising againe of many in Israel : and for a 
signe which shall bee spoken against, (Yea a 
sword shal pearce thorow thy owne soule 
also) that the thoughts of many hearts may 
be revealed. And there was one Anna a Pro- 
phetesse, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Aser j she was of a great age, and had 
lived with an husband seven yeeres from her 
virginitie. And she was a widow of about 
four-score & foure yeeres, which departed not 
from the Temple, but served God with fastings 
and prayers night and day. And she comming 
in that instant, gave thankes likewise unto the 
Lord, & spake of him to all them that looked 
for redemption in Hierusalem. And when 
they had performed all things according to 
the Lawe of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their owne citie Nazareth. 
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And the child grew, & waxed strong in spirit 
filled with wisedome, and the grace of God 
was upon him. 
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